SayMei  BEGINNER FIELD GUIDE

GRAMMAR - DEVELOPING BEGINNER

Build Longer
Mandarin
Sentences, Step

by Step

Grow a short Mandarin sentence by adding time,
place, quantity, description, manner, and reason
in an order that still sounds natural.

W6 he cha.

FIERo

| drink tea.

Core

By the end, you can...
Add time and place before the main action
Developing beginner 35-50 minutes
Keep number-measure word-noun groups
ey 15 pages Answer guide

Expand a familiar sentence without translating

English word for word Self-contained print practice. Audio and web tools
are optional.
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1 The sentence-block map

After this page, you can See which details normally sit before and after the action.

& BUILD

Areliable starting line

SUBJECT + TIME + PLACE + MANNER

+ ACTION + QUANTITY/OBJECT. You [ J ( J ( J
will not fill every slot in every

sentence. Treat each block as a J
movable meaning unit, not as a

word-by-word English translation.

Put it in your own words.

Cover this card and explain the idea in one
sentence.

A visual anchor for this page’s idea
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2 Thesentence-block map conmnue

After this page, you can See which details normally sit before and after the action.
oo BUILD

One sentence, four rungs

WO xuéxi.

KFo
| study.

core

W6 wanshang xuéxi.

e EF 3,
| study in the evening.
add time

W06 wanshang zai jia xuéxi.

iR EERF S,
| study at home in the evening.
add place

W6 wanshang zai jia xué yi ge xiaoshi Zhongwén.

R EERF— NG

| study Chinese at home for one hour in the evening.

add duration + object

EI Cover + retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.
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3z Add time before the action

After this page, you can Place today, tomorrow, weekdays, and clock time naturally.
© MOVE

Time can frame the sentence

@ WG jintian gongzuo. @ Mingtian wo bu gongzuo.
A
BRI BAR F A %o
| work today. Tomorrow | do not work.
subject + time time + subject

@ Women xingdjlit shangwu shi dian jian.

HANER R EF TR
o

We will meet at 10 a.m. on Saturday.

large to small

Cover + retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Developing beginner - Grammar 4 Try



Sentence Expansion Ladders  Try 5/15

. Addtime before the action covmue

After this page, you can Place today, tomorrow, weekdays, and clock time naturally.
92 MoOVE

Put the time in a natural place

Rewrite each set as one sentence.

4 N

WORKED EXAMPLE

| drink coffee in the morning.

wo [/ zaoshang / hé kaféi
I / B/ sk

One answer w0 / zaoshang / hé kaféi

T sk,

Why it works: 2 _E may also begin the sentence.

We will eat together tomorrow evening.
wdmen / mingtian wanshang / yiqi chifan

Bfl] / BFARER £ [ —i2iziR

V4 One more from you
E Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.
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s Add place before the action

After this page, you can Use 1 + place as the setting, not as an English-style ending.

®© PLACE

Set the scene with £

Ta zai xuéxiao xué Zhongwén.

©
—F vadr—|
TR FEH o
She studies Chinese at school.
place before action
Baba zai chufang zuofan.
® :

BEEREBHIR

Dad cooks in the kitchen.

setting

Cover + retrieve

Women wanshang zai canting jian.

A1 LT IWo
We will meet at the restaurant tonight.

time + place

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Developing beginner - Grammar
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s Add place before the action cornmnue

After this page, you can Use 1 + place as the setting, not as an English-style ending.
9% PLACE

Move the place block

Repair the translated-English order.

4 N

WORKED EXAMPLE

Repair: ZEHEEHIE.

One answer wo zai ta shd guan kan shu

REEBEER.

Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.

Repair: #BA R ERAERIE .

V4 One more from you
Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Developing beginner - Grammar 7 Try
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7 Keep noun groups together

After this page, you can Add quantity and description without splitting the noun
phrase.

© GROUP
Two compact blocks

Quantity stays together: NUMBER +
MEASURE WORD + NOUN, as in FE#F [ j [ J [ J

ZR. A simple description normally

comes before the noun, as in FZX or J
BREWP.

Put it in your own words.

Cover this card and explain the idea in one
sentence.

A visual anchor for this page's idea

Developing beginner - Grammar 8 Try
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s Keep noun groupstogether conmue

After this page, you can Add quantity and description without splitting the noun
phrase.

3% GRrRouP

Build the object block

Use every piece once.

4 N

WORKED EXAMPLE

two cups of hot tea
liang / b&i / ré / cha

EWR VTS

One answer liang / béi/ ré / cha

FIMRR

Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.

the three Chinese books | bought

wo mai de / san [ bén / Zhongwén shii

XKW/ = /2 [ HXF

V4 One more from you
Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Developing beginner - Grammar 9 Try
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s Add manner and reason carefully

After this page, you can Say how or why without overloading one sentence.
oo EXPAND

How, then why

Qing manman shud.
A= S =R =
BIEEN,
Please speak slowly.

manner before action

Ta rénzhén de xié Hanzi.

N ~ l_‘_l
MIAEMENF,
He writes Chinese characters carefully.
written-style it

Yinwei xiayu, sudyl wo zai jia chifan.

yg—F ANE) FELXQE‘K;:E%QHZT&O

Because it is raining, | am eating at home.

reason + result

= Cover +retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Developing beginner - Grammar 10 Use it
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10 Add manner and reason carefully conmnue

After this page, you can Say how or why without overloading one sentence.
¢ EXPAND

Onereason, one result

Complete: AN ________ , PAIAR___ . Thenread it aloud once.

Success looks like A reason follows 9 and a result follows FfA.

Choose your mode \Write in Hanzi - write in tone-marked pinyin - say and record it

Developing beginner - Grammar n Use it
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n Build your own ladder

After this page, you can Retrieve the order and personalize the final sentence.

v/ BUILD

Add onerungatatime
1 Write a subject + action. D
2 Add a time before the action. D
3 Add £ + place before the action. D
4 Add one quantity or described object. D
5 Read every rung aloud before adding the next. D

Developing beginner - Grammar 12 Revisit
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12 Build your own ladder conmmue

After this page, you can Retrieve the order and personalize the final sentence.
¢ BUILD

My six-rung sentence

Start with ... and build six versions. Change only one block on each line.

Success looks like Each rung keeps prior meaning and adds one natural detail.

Choose your mode \Write in Hanzi - write in tone-marked pinyin - say and record it

Developing beginner - Grammar 13 Revisit
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13 Check your work

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

| drink coffee in the morning. We will eat together tomorrow evening.

1 2
wo / zdoshang / hé kaféi wdmen / mingtian wanshang / yiqgi chifan
FHF LRk, FAIEAR B = —EErZ iR,

Why: 2 _F may also begin the sentence.

Repair: REBEEBIE. Repair: {BAR L RFAAERIE.

3 4
wo zai tl shd guan kan shi ta ming tian zai shang dian mai dong x1
BREEBERS, 4thBAR T B/ SE AR Pho

5 two cups of hot tea 6 the three Chinese books | bought
liang / béi/ré [/ cha wd mai de / san / bén / Zhongwén sha
LT EFAES BREN=FPH

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Developing beginner - Grammar 14 Answer guide
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14 CheCk your work CONTINUED

15/15

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose

one item to replay later.
« ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response

does not need to match word for word.

- Complete: AN ________ , PRDAZR________ . Then read it aloud once.
ONE POSSIBLE ANSWER
Yinwei jintian xiayd, sudyi wo zai jia kan sha.
kY A = >
79/%\951: RRI » FELX?‘ZE%E:BO
Success criteria: A reason follows [EJ and a result follows FffA.
8 Start with ... and build six versions. Change only one block on each line.

ONE POSSIBLE ANSWER

W5 hé cha. > W6 jintian ha cha. - W3 jintian zai jia hé cha. - W3 jintian zai jia manman de hé cha. > W jintian

zai jia manman de hé liang béi cha. > W6 jintian zai jia manman de hé liang béi ré cha.
HIEHR. = BHESRBEFR. = HOREXBER. — HSREXEEHIBESR,
RERBIEHIERM R, — HSRERIBIEHIBEH AR,

Success criteria: Each rung keeps prior meaning and adds one natural detail.

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

- RS

Developing beginner - Grammar 15
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