\g SayMei  BEGINNER FIELD GUIDE

GRAMMAR - EARLY BEGINNER

Build Mandarin
Questions

A printable beginner workbook for building yes-
no, A-not-A, question-word, choice, and short
follow-up questions without importing English
word order.

Ni hé chd ma®?

(RIGRIG?

Do you drink tea?

Statement order stays in place; 15 is added at the
end.

By the end, you can...

Turn a simple statement into a yes-no
question with 15

Early beginner 45-60 minutes
Build common A-not-A forms without adding
fid
3 23 pages Answer guide
Place a question word where its answer would
normally appear Self-contained print practice. Audio and web tools

are optional.
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1 Keep the statement, add 15

After this page, you can Turn a proposition into a neutral yes-no question without
changing word order.

® ASK

Statement > question > short answer

tj’ Ni hé cha. - Ni hé chd ma? U’ Ta shi laosht. - Ta shi laosht ma?
== —— = =
RI%R, — (RIERIG? tmEEIM, — MmEEIM
You drink tea. > Do you drink tea? []El")
A . g NME).
nswer: I8 / ANl He is a teacher. 2 Is he a teacher?
Answer: & | T =2.
@ Ni jintian you shijian. - Ni jintian you U’ Ta xihuan kaféi. »> Ta xihuan kaféi ma?

shijian ma?

RS EAEEE, — % ﬁﬁﬁg?ﬂ”ﬁo - HER

%EET_“E—'.I UEJ? She likes coffee. - Does she like

You have time today. > Do you have coffee?
time today? Answer: E3 | LER.
Answer: & / i%H.

Cover + retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Early beginner - Grammar 2 Try
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2 Keep the statement, add [I5 coumne

After this page, you can Turn a proposition into a neutral yes-no question without
changing word order.

3% Ask
Choose the [l5 question
Pick the form that preserves the statement order.
4 )
. WORKED EXAMPLE
Statement: fRIT, (You are busy.)
@ B2 ) O BFEE? O RB?
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- J
; Statement: {tBIEMNHEE,
O IS mHEND? O IS nEMHE? O KEfhmiEEng?
3 Short affirmative answer to R Bt [8)157?
O #&. O =. O B\,
4  Shortnegative answer to {RE2ZEIMIZ?

O T=. O &%, O 7%,

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Grammar 3 Try
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3 A-not-A questions

After this page, you can Use an affirmative-negative pair as the question engine.

© BUILD
Four useful patterns
t‘} Ni he bu hé cha? t‘} Ni shi bu shi laoshr?
(RIGRIGR? REREEIM?
Do you drink tea? Are you a teacher?
Verb + 7~ + verb. s+ A~+ 2

Ni xiang bu xiang qu?

@ Ni yOu méiydu shijian? ®
rE=aIE? (FEAREER?
Do you have time? Do you want to go?
A pairs with j&H. Modal verb + A~ + modal verb.

Cover + retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Early beginner - Grammar 4 Try
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s+ A-not-Aquestions conmnueo

After this page, you can Use an affirmative-negative pair as the question engine.

9% BUILD

Build without [I5

Choose the complete A-not-A question.

4 N

5 WORKED EXAMPLE
Do you want coffee?
(@ m@wgu%unuuat?) O (MEFEIBUIEG? (O [B{FENE?
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
N J
6 Is she a student?
O MEARRFE? O RAEFENLE? O MFERFE?
2 Do you have water?
O RBERBK? O fRBEARK? O REREKIG?
- Which marker is already sufficient in fREARE?

() The EAZE contrast (O An added 13 (O English rising intonation alone

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Grammar 5 Try
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s Eight missing-information words

After this page, you can Match each question word with the kind of answer it requests.
il MATCH

Question-word map

shéi person fhB21E? Who
is he?

ta shénme thing or RIBt A2
— identity What do you
— drink?

Bl nar place {R{EM)L?
Where do you
live?

2B shénme time R4 B3R
shihou 3%? When
Use the visual cue, then find the are you
matching row. coming?

N4 Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Early beginner - Grammar 6 Notice
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s Eight missing-information words covrinue

After this page, you can Match each question word with the kind of answer it requests.
il MATCH

Question-word map

BA zénme method or {REAE?
how How do you

go?

N4 weishénme reason fRF+ 4%

__ X? Why do
you study
Chinese?

It ji small or RENLAH?
expected How many
count books do you

have?

zZ /b dudshao amount or Z/DE? How

Use the visual cue, then find the number much money?
matching row. / How much?

N4 Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Early beginner - Grammar 7 Notice
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; Eight missing-information words covmue

After this page, you can Match each question word with the kind of answer it requests.
92 MATCH

Choose the missing-information word

Use the answer type in parentheses.

4 )

9 WORKED EXAMPLE
fRME ___? (place)
@mL) O O A"Ha
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- J
. R ___3k? (time)
O Hamg OHa O Ea
. — =1RIEZIN? (person)
O # O z5 O BL
- R ___ EZK? (method)

O&B4a O Rta O HtabHz

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Grammar 8 Notice
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Put the question word in the answer slot

After this page, you can Replace known information instead of moving the question

word to an English-style front position.

& REPLACE

Answer cue 2 Mandarin question

&

W06 hé cha. - Ni hé shénme?

KGR, — RIBA?
| drink tea. > What do you drink?

+ replaces %X after 5.

W36 Xingqgiwu [ai. - Ni shénme shihou
14i?

KREHREFK. = Fft4
A fi A ?

| come Friday. > When are you
coming?

+4B3& occupies the time slot before the
verb.

Cover + retrieve

W6 zhu zai Béijing. > Ni zhu zai nar?

FHAEEIER. — RMEE
iR L7

| live in Beijing. > Where do you live?
)L replaces the place.

Xiao Wang lai. > Shéi 1ai?

INER, — HER?
Xiao Wang is coming. > Who is
coming?

1 replaces the subject here.

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Early beginner - Grammar 9

Try
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9 Putthe question word in the answer slot

CONTINUED

After this page, you can Replace known information instead of moving the question
word to an English-style front position.

9% REPLACE

Choose the Mandarin order

Use the answer cue to locate the missing slot.

4 N

;5 WORKED EXAMPLE
Answer: ZIBMIHE, Ask “What do you drink?”

(@ mmttaz ) O fratmge O fitams?

Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.

w  Answer: HEE LS, Ask “Where do you live?”

O fREFEMIL? O MB)LIREENS? O RTEME)LIB(E?

;5 Answer: HBAREK., Ask “When are you coming?”

O 1Rt AaBHRF? O HARMRIRIDHR? O 1RFRMIDHARMR?

16 Answer: ZZIHE., Ask “Who is coming?”

O #x? O FkifEE? O HEMEk?

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Grammar 10 Try
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10 Choices with 11 E; follow-ups with [

After this page, you can Offer two alternatives or return the topic to the other person.

& CHOOSE

Two different jobs

&

NI hé ch§ haishi hé kaféi?

{RIEZFEE MR INEE?

Do you drink tea or coffee?

B2 links alternatives inside a question; do
not add 3.

W6 hén hao, ni ne?

PAREF, (ROE?

I'm well. And you?

g returns an understood question to
another person.

Cover + retrieve

Ni jintian qu haishi mingtian qu?

(RERELEHARE?

Are you going today or tomorrow?

The alternatives are parallel time-and-
verb phrases.

Chéa hén hao. Kafei ne?

*R%F. NMHEE?
The tea is good. What about the
coffee?

€ raises a contextual topic; the missing
question comes from context.

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Early beginner - Grammar

Try



Question Builder * Try 12/23

n Choices with 11 7E; follow-ups with [

After this page, you can Offer two alternatives or return the topic to the other person.

39 CHOOSE

Choice or follow-up?
Choose the form that performs the intended job.
4 N
- WORKED EXAMPLE
Ask: tea or coffee?
(@ W@?&E%ﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂ) O fRIBHREEIBMIMENS? O RBHREZMBMIEENS?
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
o J
;s After saying HEZFHE, ask “And you?”
O 1RIe? O frig? O B®=IR?
. Which question should not add 15?
O MEREERBERE? O RESXRITIB? O fhZ2&Imig?
0 In BINMHERE? , what supplies the fuller meaning?

() The preceding context (O A hidden universal translation

(O Arequired [5 after Ifg

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Grammar 12 Try
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12 Question repair clinic

After this page, you can Remove extra markers and restore answer-slot order.

92 REPAIR

Choose the repaired sentence

Only one option follows the target beginner pattern.

4 N

,;  WORKEDEXAMPLE
Repair: {+ A{RIEE?
(@ WEEH/A?) O EBHAB? O HABHREE?
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
N J
0 Repair RIS+ AI5?
O fRIBHA? O fRIGIBHA? O 1RIBBHA?
o5 Repair: R AEEImE?
O RE2FZEZIm? O RREMEAE05? O BREREEIM?
£, ommemomyess

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Grammar 13 Revisit
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13 Question repair clinic conmue

After this page, you can Remove extra markers and restore answer-slot order.

92 REPAIR

Choose the repaired sentence

Only one option follows the target beginner pattern.

Repair: ffS XREXBARENIG?

24
O MREREERFRE? O RERBEERARE? O BERMSKREPRE?
o5  Askaneutral yes-no question from REME.
O REMRENIG? O RERMHFAZKNIG? O BIREIRE?
2 Ask for a reason, keeping the subject first.
O RATAZEHX? O RHTABREFR? O REHRX R ANE?
V4 One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Grammar 14 Revisit
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14 Cold build

After this page, you can Choose a question engine from an answer or communicative
goal.

3% Ask

Build before reviewing

Write one complete Mandarin question for each cue.

4 N

27 WORKED EXAMPLE
Expected answer: B, / &%B., Ask whether the person has time today.

One answer ni jin tian you shi jian ma

{RESXBHEE?

Why it works: RS KA R ERT[E? is also correct and uses the A-not-A engine.

,g  Expected answer: ¥R, Ask where the person is.

L P One more from you
Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Grammar 15 Use it
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15 Cold build conmnueo

After this page, you can Choose a question engine from an answer or communicative
goal.

3% Ask

Build before reviewing

Write one complete Mandarin question for each cue.

59 Expected answer: EHA75., Ask when the person is coming.

30 Offer two choices: tea or coffee.

One more from you
Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Grammar 16 Use it
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16 Cold build covmnueo

After this page, you can Choose a question engine from an answer or communicative
goal.

O AsK

Write four questions for one person

Write one 5 question, one A-not-A question, one question-word question, and one
1B & choice question. Do not stack two question engines in the same sentence.

31

Success looks like Accept four coherent questions with the required distinct engines and basic
statement-like word order.

Choose your mode Write in Hanzi - write in tone-marked pinyin - say and record it

Early beginner - Grammar 17 Use it
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17 Check your work

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

] Statement: fRIT, (You are busy.) 2 Statement: B IBMNHEE,
ni mang ma ta he ka féi ma
fiRITI3? elial IR

3 Short affirmative answer to {37 i [8)15? 4 Short negative answer to {R2Z&IHI5?
you ba shi
ﬁo Z:xEEO

5 Do you want coffee? 6 Is she a student?
ni xiang bu xiang hé ka fei ta shi bu shi xué shéng
{RAEARAEFNE? MErEFE?

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Early beginner - Grammar 18 Answer guide
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18 Checkyour work conmnue

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

Do you have water? Which marker is already sufficient in fREF

7 o o . 8 %9

ni ydou méi you shui

IREREK? SHLRGE

The X% contrast

9 fR1E ___? (place) 10 IR ___3&? (time)

na ér shén me shi hou

ms) L FabtHz
B EREZIT? (person) 2 R ___ EF®? (method)

shui zén me

-I‘E IL;\/A\

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Early beginner - Grammar 19 Answer guide
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19 Checkyour work conmnue

20/23

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose

one item to replay later.
« ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response

does not need to match word for word.

Answer: ZEMINEE, Ask “What do you drink?”

13 14
ni hé shén me
fRIBt A7

- Answer: #BEX3E, Ask “When are you -
coming?”

NI shénme shihou [4i?

Rt ABHESR?

Ask: tea or coffee? 18
Ni hé chéa haishi hé kafei?

{RIGZRIE IS HIME?

17

Answer: F{X7E LB, Ask “Where do you
live?”

ni zhu zai na ér

fRIETEMR)L?

Answer: ZEIfi3, Ask “Who is coming?”
shui li

i5k?

After saying ZEF 4, ask “And you?”
ni ne

RUfE?

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Early beginner - Grammar 20

Answer guide
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20 Checkyour work conmnue

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

Which question should not add 157? In IIMEENE? , what supplies the fuller meaning?

19 20
NT jintian qu haishi mingtian qu? The preceding context
RERERZHARE?

- Repair: f+ AfRIEE? - Repair: {RIBf+AN3?
ni xiang yao shén me ni hé shén me
REEHA? fRIBHA?

- Repair: fRE2 & IMIE? 2‘. Repair: fRSREXREIARENG?
Ni shi bu shi laoshr? NT jintian qu haishi mingtian qu?
RERZEIM? RERERZHARE?

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Early beginner - Grammar 21 Answer guide
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21 Checkyour work conmnue

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

==

Ask a neutral yes-no question from {RE 3R Ask for a reason, keeping the subject first.

25 26
e ni wei shén me xué zhong wén
ni Xi huan cha ma s J, &4 2
. RAAFERN:
RERFRIG?
27 Expected answer: 5, /&8, Ask whether 28 Expected answer: fTE51%, Ask where the
the person has time today. person is.
ni jin tian you shi jian ma ni zai na ér
RS RXEREIE? RTEMR)L?
Why: RS X E38ERFE? is also correct and
uses the A-not-A engine.
Expected answer: EH75. Ask when the Offer two choices: tea or coffee.
. person is coming 30
' Ni hé chéa haishi hé kaféi?
Ni shénme shihou 14i? ~
{RIBFRIEZEMNAE?

R ABHEHR?

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Early beginner - Grammar 22 Answer guide
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22 Check your work conmueo

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

Write one I3 question, one A-not-A question, one question-word question, and one &7 choice question.

=/ Do not stack two question engines in the same sentence.
ONE POSSIBLE ANSWER
Ni xihuan cha ma? / NI ydu méiydu shijian? / Ni zht zai nar? / Ni xiang hé ché haishi kafei?
== gf N N LS -
RERFRL? [{FEREWNE? [{RMEEW)L? [ FEBFRESMME?
Why: Do not add 5 to an A-not-A or &2 question; keep a question word in the slot where its answer would
appear.
Success criteria: Accept four coherent questions with the required distinct engines and basic statement-like
word order.
Second attempt

! Cover the model. Recreate it from memory,
i change one useful detail, and note the repair you
i wantto revisit.

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Early beginner - Grammar 23 Answer guide
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