\g SayMei  BEGINNER FIELD GUIDE

LISTENING - EARLY BEGINNER

Five Beginner
Mandarin Mini-
Stories

Five printable limited-vocabulary Mandarin
stories with Hanzi, tone-marked pinyin, English,
comprehension checks, and detachable read-
aloud scripts.

Ta ydu cha, yé you kaféi.

waER, WAEMME,

She has tea and coffee.

Story 1repeats A and everyday drink words.

By the end, you can...

Early beginner

Read five short connected texts built from

recurring beginner language
60-90 minutes across five sessions

Retrieve who, where, what, and why details

after readin
g 26 pages Answer guide

Run a partner dictation or solo read-cover-

write recall without website audio Self-contained print practice. Audio and web tools
are optional.
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1 Shared core word bank

After this page, you can Preview the small set of language that will recur across all five
stories.

Ll PREVIEW

Words the stories reuse

Do not memorize this table first. Use it to preview, then return only when a line blocks meaning.

People ¥, M, W E. BR wo, 3, ta, ta, péngyou I he: she; it; friend

Places K. MEEE. RIE. BP jia, kafeidian, fanguan, home; café; restaurant;
1B tashdguan library

Time SK.BE. HF.TF jintian, zédoshang, today; morning; noon;
G mMiE zhdngwd, xiawu, xianzai afternoon; now

Movement ¥, =, [ExR l4i, qU, hui jia come; go; go home

Location . B &BEB. . X8 zai, ydu, méiyou, zhy, be at; have/there is; not

zhel have; live/stay; here

N4 Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Early beginner - Listening 2 Notice
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> Shared core word bank conmnue

After this page, you can Preview the small set of language that will recur across all five
stories.

Ll PREVIEW

Words the stories reuse

Do not memorize this table first. Use it to preview, then return only when a line blocks meaning.

Wants BOE AU xiang, yao, kéyi want/think; want;
may/can
Food actions B, Mz, K. Zx. WIHE. hée, chi, shui, cha, kaféi, drink; eat; water; tea;
[iE1] mian coffee; noodles
Descriptions =S A - TN hén, xido, tai, re, léng, &, very; small; too; hot;
W, &% gaoxing cold; hungry; happy
Connections th, BR. AE. — i y&, danshi, ranhou, yiqi also; but; then; together
Communication @, 37, &. s wen, shud, 3, xiéxie ask; say; send; thank
you

N4 Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Early beginner - Listening 3 Notice
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3 Detachable Script 1: The Hot Coffee

After this page, you can Follow a six-line problem-and-wait sequence.
Q0 READ

Read-aloud script

Detach this page. With a partner, the reader reads all six lines once; for dictation, repeat the
suggested line exactly once. Working alone, read a suggested line once, cover it, and write from
memory. Suggested lines: 3 and 5.

0 — 0 ~ ~

— ~ (V]

Z&oshang, Anna zai jia. Ta ydu ché, yé ydu kaféi.
BE, RIPER wmEZR, WEmMHEE
In the morning, Anna is at home. She has tea and coffee.

Ta xiang hé kafei.
g AB RSN ME,

She wants to drink coffee.

N d déng inié tai
EWWOrdS = (o wait —F amoment / briefly % too / extremely

Early beginner - Listening 4 Story
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Detachable Script 1: The Hot Coffee conmmue

After this page, you can Follow a six-line problem-and-wait sequence.

4

0 READ

Read-aloud script

Detach this page. With a partner, the reader reads all six lines once; for dictation, repeat the
suggested line exactly once. Working alone, read a suggested line once, cover it, and write from

memory. Suggested lines: 3 and 5.

0 — 5 ~

— ~ (V]

Ta déng le yixia.

Danshi kaféi tai ré le.

BREMMHERRT hET—To

But the coffee is too hot now. She waits briefly.

Xianzai keéyi he le.
MERTLAPET o

Now she can drink it.

Early beginner - Listening Story
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s Detachable Script 2: The Kitten at the
Door

After this page, you can Follow who finds the kitten and what help is given.

0 READ

Read-aloud script

Detach this page. With a partner, the reader reads all six lines once; for dictation, repeat the
suggested line exactly once. Working alone, read a suggested line once, cover it, and write from

memory. Suggested lines: 2 and 4.

0 — 0 ~ ~

S— /\m

Xiao Wang hui jia. Ménkou ydu yi zht xidomao.
= » H-

lJ\HEIEI%_(o |—.||:|ﬁ_|/:|\/J\zEE|o

Xiao Wang goes home. There is a kitten at the door.

Xiaomao hén xiao, yé hén e.
METRDY, BRE.

The kitten is very small and hungry.

ménkou xiagomao gei

Newiwoics 1O doorway / entrance /\Jji§ kitten / small cat %4 to give

Early beginner - Listening 6 Story
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s Detachable Script 2: The Kitten at the
Door CONTINUED

After this page, you can Follow who finds the kitten and what help is given.
Q] READ

Read-aloud script

Detach this page. With a partner, the reader reads all six lines once; for dictation, repeat the
suggested line exactly once. Working alone, read a suggested line once, cover it, and write from
memory. Suggested lines: 2 and 4.

— & ~

— ~ (V]

Xiao Wang géi ta yidianr shul. Xidomao hé shul.

N +H-
INELE—RI LK. INJEIBIK,
Xiao Wang gives it a little water. The kitten drinks water.

VVVVVV —

NER: IR MEEXE,”

Xiao Wang says, “You can stay here.”

Early beginner - Listening 7 Story
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;7 Detachable Script 3: Noodles for Lunch

After this page, you can Follow a short restaurant order and its result.

0 READ

Read-aloud script

Detach this page. With a partner, the reader reads all six lines once; for dictation, repeat the
suggested line exactly once. Working alone, read a suggested line once, cover it, and write from

memory. Suggested lines: 2 and 4.

0 — 0 ~ ~

— ~ \/

—

Zhongwu, Méiméi qu i jia xido fanguan. Ta xiang yao yi wan mian.

I:Fltl:y %%i_%—{d\i’&’fgo y‘mﬁﬁg_%ﬁo

At noon, Meimei goes to a small restaurant. She wants a bowl of noodles.

Fawuayuén wen: “Yao la ma?”

ARss5lR): “BERIG? 7

The server asks, “Do you want it spicy?”

N d fawayuan la wan
ew words .
ARs3 5 server [ attendant ¥ spicy #@ bowl; measure word for bowls

Early beginner - Listening 8 Story
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g Detachable Script 3: Noodles for Lunch

CONTINUED

After this page, you can Follow a short restaurant order and its result.

0 READ

Read-aloud script

Detach this page. With a partner, the reader reads all six lines once; for dictation, repeat the
suggested line exactly once. Working alone, read a suggested line once, cover it, and write from

memory. Suggested lines: 2 and 4.

— & ~

— ~ (V]

Méiméi shud: “Ba yao 13, xiéxie.” Mian lai le.
R ABRER, . HHKT o
Meimei says, “Not spicy, thank you.” The noodles arrive.

Me&iméi chrt le mian, hén gaoxing.
XXIZTH, REH.

Meimei ate the noodles and is very happy.

Early beginner - Listening 9 Story
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9 Detachable Script 4: Meet at the Library

After this page, you can Follow a time plan and notice who arrives first.
Q0 READ

Read-aloud script

Detach this page. With a partner, the reader reads all six lines once; for dictation, repeat the
suggested line exactly once. Working alone, read a suggested line once, cover it, and write from

memory. Suggested lines: 3 and 5.

0 — 0 ~ ~

o ~ |V
Jintian Xingqtliu. Li Ming hé péngyou xiang qu tashtguan.
SKREH7S, FHANMAA R B A E FIE,
Today is Saturday. Li Ming and a friend want to go to the library.

Péngyou wen: “Ji dian jian?"

AA&IE]: “JL=l? 7

The friend asks, “What time shall we meet?”

Xingqflit jidian xian

New words EHA7\ Saturday Jl= what time 4 first / before

Early beginner - Listening 10 Story
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10 Detachable Script 4: Meet at the Library

CONTINUED
After this page, you can Follow a time plan and notice who arrives first.
d READ

Read-aloud script

Detach this page. With a partner, the reader reads all six lines once; for dictation, repeat the
suggested line exactly once. Working alone, read a suggested line once, cover it, and write from

memory. Suggested lines: 3 and 5.

0 — o ~ ~

— ~ (V]

Péngyou xian dao tashtguan.

Li Ming shuo: “Xiawu liang dian.”
ZHR: “FFRR. AR B EBIE,

Li Ming says, “Two in the afternoon.” The friend arrives at the library first.

—

Li Ming lai le, tamen yiqi kan sha.

ZEAXRT, il —&EEF.

Li Ming arrives, and they read together.

Story

Early beginner - Listening n
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n Detachable Script 5: One Umbrella

After this page, you can Follow a rain problem and a friend’s simple solution.
Q0 READ

Read-aloud script

Detach this page. With a partner, the reader reads all six lines once; for dictation, repeat the
suggested line exactly once. Working alone, read a suggested line once, cover it, and write from
memory. Suggested lines: 3 and 4.

0 — 0 ~ ~

= N2

Xiawu xiayu le. Xiao Méi zai kafeidian.
TFTFWT, INSETEINEIE
It starts raining in the afternoon. Xiao Mei is at a café.

Ta méiyou yusan.

LD Z =TSR

She does not have an umbrella.

N d xiayu yusan xiaoxi
ew words .
T/ torain iz umbrella JHE message [ news

Early beginner - Listening 12 Story
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12 Detachable Script 5: One Umbrella conmmue

After this page, you can Follow a rain problem and a friend’s simple solution.

0 READ

Read-aloud script

Detach this page. With a partner, the reader reads all six lines once; for dictation, repeat the
suggested line exactly once. Working alone, read a suggested line once, cover it, and write from

memory. Suggested lines: 3 and 4.

0 — 5 ~

— ~ (V]

Péngyou fa xiaoxi: “Wo you yusan.” Péngyou lai le.
AARAHER: "BAWE.” ARRRT o
Her friend sends a message: “I have an umbrella.” The friend arrives.

Tamen yiqi hui jia.

ftfi 1 —iECE =R,

They go home together.

Early beginner - Listening 13 Story
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13 Comprehension: Stories 1-3

After this page, you can Retrieve the main event and one detail without rereading first.

9% RECALL

Answer from memory
Complete all six, then check the detachable scripts.
4 N
: WORKED EXAMPLE
Story 1. Zi1EME)L? (Where is Anna?)
O EEHE. O EHE.
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- J
2 Story 1: Why does Anna wait?
(O The coffee is too hot (O There is no coffee (O She is not at home
. Story 2: [ TOBA? (What is at the door?)
O —Rvg O —#mEE O —&#B
Y One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Listening 14 Revisit



\g Five Mini-Stories - Revisit 15/26

(] o
1. Comprehension: Stories 1-3 covnue
After this page, you can Retrieve the main event and one detail without rereading first.

9% RECALL

Answer from memory

Complete all six, then check the detachable scripts.

Story 2: What does Xiao Wang give the kitten?

4
O —=JLK O —WiE|E O —%F+$
5 Story 3: What does Meimei order?
O —mE O —#HmE O —Hk
" Story 3: Which preference does she state?
O TER, O &R, O TE£H.,
V4 One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Listening 15 Revisit
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15 Comprehension: Stories 4-5

After this page, you can Retrieve time, sequence, problem, and solution details.

9% RECALL

Answer from memory
Complete all four, then repair only missed details.
4 N
; WORKED EXAMPLE
Story 4: ftifi1J L= ? (What time do they meet?)
@ TFAR ) O BLmE O TFAR
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
N J
8 Story 4: Who arrives first?
O BR O =z O &
9 Story 5: What problem does Xiao Mei have?
O THT, RERE. O s BMHE, O BEHREXITT,
10 Story 5: How is the problem resolved?

() A friend comes with an umbrella (O She buys a train ticket

() The café moves

Finish frommemory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Listening 16 Revisit
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16 Partner dictation or solo recall lab

After this page, you can Use one valid listen-write or read-cover-write repair cycle.

& DICTATE

Choose the protocol you can
do honestly

Partner dictation: the reader holds a
detached story page and reads the
selected line once while the learner
only listens. Read it one more time

) )

while the learner writes Hanzi or
pinyin. Solo recall: read the selected
line once, cover it completely, and
write it from memory in Hanzi or
tone-marked pinyin. In either mode,
check the printed line, circle one
mismatch, rewrite only that part,
then change one detail and say the
new line.

Put it in your own words.

Cover this card and explain the idea in one
sentence.

A visual anchor for this page’s idea

Early beginner - Listening 17 Use it
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17 Partner dictation or solo recall lab covrinveo

After this page, you can Use one valid listen-write or read-cover-write repair cycle.
¢ DICTATE
Run one partner dictation or solo recall
Choose one suggested line. With a partner, write what you hear; working alone, read

it once, cover it, and write from memory. Mark one repair after checking, then write a
changed version with one person, place, item, or time replaced.

Ll

Success looks like Accept a first partner-dictation or solo-recall attempt, a visible repair against the
printed script, and one coherent changed-context sentence. Hanzi or tone-marked pinyin is
acceptable.

Choose your mode Write in Hanzi - write in tone-marked pinyin - say and record it

Early beginner - Listening 18 Use it
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18 Match and retell

After this page, you can Reconstruct each story’s central event, then transfer one
pattern.

8 RETELL

Match title to central event

Choose the event that best summarizes each story.

4 N

WORKED EXAMPLE
The Hot Coffee

< Anna waits because her drink is hot (O Akitten waits at a library

(O A friend brings noodles

Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.

- J

13 The Kitten at the Door

(O Xiao Wang gives water to a hungry kitten (O Meimei orders spicy food

(O LiMing misses a train

14 Noodles for Lunch

(O Meimei orders non-spicy noodles (O Anna makes cold coffee

(O Afriend finds a cat

y One more from you
Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Listening 19 Use it
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1o Match and retell covrmueo

After this page, you can Reconstruct each story’s central event, then transfer one
pattern.

8 RETELL

Match title to central event

Choose the event that best summarizes each story.

Meet at the Library

15
(O Two friends arrange a time and read together (O A server asks about an umbrella
() Xiao Yu drinks tea at home
16 One Umbrella
(O A friend helps Xiao Mei get home in the rain (O LiMing waits for hot noodles
(O Anna goes to the library
' V4 One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Early beginner - Listening 20 Use it
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20 Match and retell conrinveo

After this page, you can Reconstruct each story’s central event, then transfer one
pattern.

Q RETELL

Retell with one change

Choose one story. Write or say four to six lines that preserve the event sequence but
change exactly one recurring detail: person, place, item, or time. Underline the
changed detail.

17

Success looks like Accept a coherent four- to six-line retell that preserves the original causal or time
sequence and consistently changes one detail.

Choose your mode \Write in Hanzi - write in tone-marked pinyin - say and record it

Early beginner - Listening 21 Use it
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S g

21 Check your work

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

Story 1: ZFEME)L? (Where is Anna?) Story 1: Why does Anna wait?

1 2
enE The coffee is too hot
ZERo
3 Story 2: [JOAFT4? (What is at the door?) 4 Story 2: What does Xiao Wang give the kitten?
yi zhT xido mao yi dian ér shui
—SNVE — =) LK
5 Story 3: What does Meimei order? 6 Story 3: Which preference does she state?
yl wan mian bl yao la
—HEE RER.

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Early beginner - Listening 22 Answer guide
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22 Check your work conmueo

23/26

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose

one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response

does not need to match word for word.

Story 4: (1)L L? (What time do they
meet?)

xia wu liang dian

TFRR

Story 5: What problem does Xiao Mei have?
xia yu le - ta méi you yu san

TRT, tERP,.

10

Story 4: Who arrives first?
péng you

)3

Story 5: How is the problem resolved?

A friend comes with an umbrella

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Early beginner - Listening

Answer guide
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23  Check your work conmueo

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

n Choose one suggested line. With a partner, write what you hear; working alone, read it once, cover it, and
write from memory. Mark one repair after checking, then write a changed version with one person, place,

item, or time replaced.
ONE POSSIBLE ANSWER

First attempt: Ta xiang hé kaféi. Repair: hé - hé. Checked line: Ta xiang hé kaféi. Changed line: Ta xiang hé cha.
First attempt— A8 MIME, Repair—#0 — 18. Checked line— A8 IEMIMNE,
Changed line— #8015 %S,

Why: A wrong first attempt is expected; the visible comparison and targeted repair are part of the task.

Success criteria: Accept a first partner-dictation or solo-recall attempt, a visible repair against the printed
script, and one coherent changed-context sentence. Hanzi or tone-marked pinyin is acceptable.

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Early beginner - Listening 24 Answer guide
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24 CheCk your wcrk CONTINUED

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

12 The Hot Coffee 13 The Kitten at the Door
Anna waits because her drink is Xiao Wang gives water to a hungry
hot kitten

14 Noodles for Lunch 15 Meet at the Library
Meimei orders non-spicy noodles Two friends arrange a time and

read together

16 One Umbrella

A friend helps Xiao Mei get home
in the rain

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Early beginner - Listening 25 Answer guide
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25 Check your work conmueo

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

Choose one story. Write or say four to six lines that preserve the event sequence but change exactly one
recurring detail: person, place, item, or time. Underline the changed detail.

ONE POSSIBLE ANSWER
Person changed from Anna to Xi&o Li: Z&oshang, Xido Li zai jia. Ta ydu cha, y& ydu kaféi. Ta xiang hé kaféi. Danshi
kafei tai re le. Ta déng le yixia. Xianzai kéyi hé le.

Person changed from i to /NZF: B £, /INFERER, tEZR, AMEL, hi8asm
M, (EEMIMEEART, ET—T. WEALUBET,

Why: Change one person, place, item, or time consistently rather than changing several story facts.

17

Success criteria: Accept a coherent four- to six-line retell that preserves the original causal or time sequence
and consistently changes one detail.

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Early beginner - Listening 26 Answer guide
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