\g SayMei  BEGINNER FIELD GUIDE

GRAMMAR - CONFIDENT BEGINNER

Fix Common
English-to-
Mandarin
Mistakes

Diagnose and fix literal English transfer involving
predicates, 2/, time and place, classifiers,
negation, questions, [, clause linking, and verb-
object chunks.

W6 hén éi.

KRR,

| am tired.

No ;& before adjective

By the end, you can...
Spot an English frame before translating it
Confident beginner 50-75 minutes
Repair a sentence by moving or replacing one
e 25 pages Answer guide

Name the Mandarin pattern you will retrieve

next time Self-contained print practice. Audio and web tools
are optional.




Mandarin Repair Clinic* Try 2/25

1 Repair 1: adjective predicates

After this page, you can Stop inserting ;& before every English 'be’.
© REPAIR

A descriptive adjective can be the predicate

W06 hén mang. Jintian hén léng.
© A= : @ A / \/\\g
KR, SRIRZo
| am busy. It is cold today.
neutral description weather
Zheége cai ba la.
& g

XA ERIR.

This dish is not spicy.

negative

Cover + retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Confident beginner - Grammar 2 Try
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> Repair 1: adjective predicates conmueo

After this page, you can Stop inserting ;& before every English 'be’.

92 REPAIR

Remove the English frame

Repair the intended neutral description.

4 N

WORKED EXAMPLE
EERE. (Ilamtired)

One answer W0 hén léi.

BRRR,

Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.

KEEMEM, (The weather is hot.)

V4 One more from you
Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Grammar 3 Try
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3 Repair2: 2 orf

After this page, you can Separate identity from possession and existence.

Ll CHOOSE

Choose the relationship

[ J [ J [ J Identify or classify AZEB g2 E W,

Possess AEB e —AH,

Exist at a place Place & B RFEHE—FH,

Use the visual cue, then find the
matching row.

N4 Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Confident beginner - Grammar 4 Try
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» Repair2: 2 orf covmue

After this page, you can Separate identity from possession and existence.

9% CcHOOSE

Repair the verb
Use =& or B for the intended meaning.
4 N
3 WORKED EXAMPLE
HEREMOA, (There are four people in my family.)
One answer W0 jia you si kou rén.
BHREMOA.
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- /
" EFEFEMME., (There are two cups of tea on the table.)
V4 One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Grammar 5 Try



Mandarin Repair Clinic* Try 6/25

5 Repair 3: time and place

After this page, you can Move the setting before the main action.
oo MOVE

Set the scene, then act

W& mingtian qu Béijing.

FEAR AL

| am going to Beijing tomorrow.

time before action

Ta zai xuéxiao xué Zhongweén.

ITEFIRF o

She studies Chinese at school.

place before action

Women wanshang zai jia chifan.

Bl 18R EAERIZIRG
We eat at home in the evening.

time + place

= Cover +retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Confident beginner - Grammar [ Try
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s Repair 3: tfime and place covmue

After this page, you can Move the setting before the main action.

92 MoOVE
Move one block
Repair the neutral beginner order.
4 N
5 WORKED EXAMPLE
HKIBMMHER L.
One answer wo zao shang hé ka féi
KR L IEHHE,
Why it works: 2 _EFIBMINE is also possible.
- /
, EBEEHE.
V4 One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Grammar 7 Try
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7

Repair 4: quantity needs a classifier

After this page, you can Keep number, measure word, and noun in one block.

& INSERT

Number + measure word + noun

san ge rén & liang bén shi
/N N
=1TA M
three people two books
™ ZIS
yi béi cha

-+
—FR
a cup of tea
M

Cover + retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Confident beginner - Grammar 8 Try
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s Repair 4: quantity needs a classifier conmue

After this page, you can Keep number, measure word, and noun in one block.

92 INSERT

Insert the missing classifier
Use 1, 7, or #F.

4 N

WORKED EXAMPLE

BAEM___PXH,

One answer bén

#&

Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.

- /
. EAB—___K,
V4 One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Grammar 9 Try
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9 Repair 5: negation and questions

After this page, you can Use the right negative and keep question words in their

answer slot.
& REPAIR

Two repairs

@ W6 jintian ba qu.

FSRAE
| am not going today.

4~ for present/future choice

Ni zhU zai nar?

{RIEFEME)L?

Where do you live?

where answer would go

Cover + retrieve

W6 zubtian méi qui.

BIFR <o
| did not go yesterday.

3% for non-occurrence

Ni xiang cht shénme?

{RI8RZftA4?

What would you like to eat?

object slot

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Confident beginner - Grammar

Try
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10 Repair 5: negation and questions conmue

After this page, you can Use the right negative and keep question words in their

answer slot.
S REPAIR
Repair one choice
Rewrite for the stated meaning.
4 )
° WORKED EXAMPLE
HHEXRAIZE TR, (Idid not eat breakfast yesterday.)
One answer w0 zud tian méi chi zao fan
REXRSIZRIR,
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
o /
. H24R7805? (What would you like to drink?)
' Vi One more from you

i Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Grammar L Try
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n Repair 6: [ is not a past-tense suffix

After this page, you can Use context and viewpoint instead of adding 1 to every past
event.

® REPAIR

Time word, event viewpoint, new situation

W6 zubtian hén mang. W& mai le liang zhang piao.

(O
HHERIRIT, BETHRKE,
| was busy yesterday. | bought two tickets.
past time, no event 1 bounded event

Xiay le.

IR

It has started raining. / Now it's raining.

new situation

Cover + retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Confident beginner - Grammar 12 Try
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12 Repair 6: [ is not a past-tense suffix conmmue

After this page, you can Use context and viewpoint instead of adding 1 to every past
event.

S REPAIR

Do notforce T

Repair the intended simple description.

4 N

;  WORKED EXAMPLE
BEXEERET ., (Iwas tired yesterday.)

One answer wo zud tian hén léi

RIERRR,

Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.

V. One more from you
Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Grammar 13 Try
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13 Repair 7: do not translate every 'and' as [l

After this page, you can Join nouns and complete ideas with a Mandarin structure that
matches what is being linked.

i CONNECT

First identify what 'and’ joins

#0 commonly links nouns or noun phrases. It is not a default translation for every English 'and'
between clauses; Mandarin may instead use a pause, 1} or i&, or a connector that states the

relationship.
Job Natural Mandarin Why
Two nouns in one BEXRAMmEE, #0 links tea and
phrase W4 xihuan ché hé coffee.
kafei.
Another action, BEMBER, hEWR 1 adds a second
same subject EPF. WO xihuan predicate.
heé chg, yé xihuan
kan sha.
Two complete BREZE, HEKE A pause canlink the
statements ZIfi, Wo shi statements; no filler
Use the visual cue, then find the xuésheng, wo is required.
matching row. méimei shi l3oshr.

N4 Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Confident beginner - Grammar 14 Try
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1 Repair 7: do not translate every 'and' as [l

CONTINUED

After this page, you can Join nouns and complete ideas with a Mandarin structure that
matches what is being linked.

9% CONNECT

Repair the link

Choose or write the smallest repair for the stated meaning.

4 N

12 WORKED EXAMPLE
HEWR___MIHE, (I like tea and coffee.)
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- J
o BEELSE, ___fEXETI, (llivein Shanghai and also work here.)
Ot O#Mm OI3
V4 One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Grammar 15 Try
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Repair 7: do not translate every 'and’ as ¥/l

CONTINUED

15

After this page, you can Join nouns and complete ideas with a Mandarin structure that

matches what is being linked.

9% CONNECT

Repair the link

Choose or write the smallest repair for the stated meaning.

72 i T ENBEGEKEZIM, (Iam a student, and my younger sister is a teacher.)

One more from you
Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Grammar 16 Try
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16 Repair 8: verb-object chunks

After this page, you can Notice when a familiar activity already contains an object and
choose a new frame for a person or specific thing.

© REFRAME

Keep the chunk or replace its object

— W0 xiang jian Li Ming. / W6 xiang gén LT — W& chifan. / W6 chi miantiéo.
Y  Ming jiénmién. =
TAEMAEE, | A 1ZIRo [/ FMZEFRo
"—" o / AT E | eat / have a meal. / | eat noodles.
?Eﬂmﬁo Replace IR when naming the food
| want to meet Li Ming.
Tl takes the person; ULH keeps HE and
introduces the person with &
& Ta changgé. / Ta chang Yingwén gé.

ghiIgE, / HilgR
Mo

She sings. / She sings English songs.

X is already the object of &8

Cover + retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Confident beginner - Grammar 17 Try
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17 Repair 8: verb-object chunks conmmue

After this page, you can Notice when a familiar activity already contains an object and
choose a new frame for a person or specific thing.

3% REFRAME

Choose the complete frame

Repair the activity without stacking two objects after one verb.

4 N

5 WORKED EXAMPLE
| want to meet Teacher Wang.
(@ REREZNM, ) O BEREEZM. O HEIEMLE.
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- /
o HEAR___ZHNE.
O R o' QOB
V4 One more from you

i Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Grammar 18 Try
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12 Repair 8: verb-object chunks conmmue

After this page, you can Notice when a familiar activity already contains an object and
choose a new frame for a person or specific thing.

3% REFRAME

Choose the complete frame

Repair the activity without stacking two objects after one verb.

7 HKABIZiIRES. (I want to eat noodles.)

One more from you
Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Grammar 19 Try
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19 Your personal repair log

After this page, you can Turn one correction into a reusable retrieval cue.
Ll LOG

Four-step repair

My original Smallest Pattern name Fresh example
line repair

Use the visual cue, then find the
matching row.

N4 Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Confident beginner - Grammar 20 Revisit
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20 Your personal repair log conmue

After this page, you can Turn one correction into a reusable retrieval cue.
Qg LOG

Cold retry

Close the workbook. Recreate one repaired sentence with a new person, time, place,
or object.

19

Success looks like Uses the same Mandarin pattern in a meaningfully changed example.

Choose your mode Write in Hanzi - write in tone-marked pinyin - say and record it

Confident beginner - Grammar 21 Revisit
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21 Check your work

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

EERZE., (lam tired) S2EM. (The weather is hot.)

W& hén [éi.

HRZRo

HERZEMOA, (There are four people in my
family.)

WSO jia you si kou rén.

EREEAA

HIBMIMHER £,
wo zao shang hé ka féi
HE LEmnE,

Why: 8 _EFIBMIHEE is also possible.

Confident beginner - Grammar

tian gi hénre

RREHo

SEF FEMMZE, (There are two cups of tea
on the table.)

zhud zi shang you liang béi cha

KF EERMEFR.

b BB EEBIE.
ta zai ta shd guan kan shu

tEEHBEE .

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Answer guide
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22 Check your work conmueo

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

7 BEM___HXH, 8 B/RE—___IK,
bén bei

o BEHERAIZER, (1did not eat breakfast 10 25480182 (What would you like to drink?)
yesterday.) NI xiang h& shénme?
wcz zud t|ri]:me| Ch,_ll zao fan W?FEEH"A’
HEEREIZEIR

= HERZRET., (Iwas tired yesterday.) - HEWRZFE___MMEE, (I like tea and coffee.)
wo zub tian hén lei hé
HEEXRER, il

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Confident beginner - Grammar 23 Answer guide
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23  Check your work conmueo

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

13 BEELE, ___#EXEIMRE, (livein 1% BRFEMBGKGEEZIM. (Iam a student,
Shanghai and also work here.) and my younger sister is a teacher.)
yé wo shi xué sheng - wd mei mei shi lao shi
g REFE, HRKZEEIMN,
Why: A pause links the two complete
statements; no general 'and' filler is required.
- | want to meet Teacher Wang. 16 KR ___FBRNE.
wo xiang jian wang lao sht gén
HAEAREEIM, R
- HABMZIREZ. (I want to eat noodles.) - MEIRNEINEZI, (She likes singing English
. o songs.)
wo xiang chi mian tido
?‘Z*Eu _J_ ta xi huan chang ying wén gé
bt RIS SR

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Confident beginner - Grammar 24 Answer guide
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24 CheCk your wcrk CONTINUED

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

Close the workbook. Recreate one repaired sentence with a new person, time, place, or object.

17 ONE POSSIBLE ANSWER

Ta wanshang zai tGshdguan kan sha.

it EEEBEE .

Success criteria: Uses the same Mandarin pattern in a meaningfully changed example.
Second attempt

Cover the model. Recreate it from memory,
change one useful detail, and note the repair you
want to revisit.

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Confident beginner - Grammar 25 Answer guide
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