SayMei  BEGINNER FIELD GUIDE

SPEAKING - CONFIDENT BEGINNER

Sound More
Natural with
Conversation
Particles: 15, [Ifg,
NE, N

Compare four high-frequency Mandarin
sentence endings in real exchanges: ask, return a
topic, leave a proposal or inference open, and
add a warm reaction.

Ni hé chd ma®?

RIGZHRMG?

Do you drink tea?

Neutral question

By the end, you can...
Use [I5 for a neutral yes-no question
Confident beginner 30-45 minutes
Use [ to return a topic or ask about
something already in focus 18 pages Answer guide

Distinguish four common jobs for I from
context Self-contained print practice. Audio and web tools
are optional.
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1 Four endings, four conversation jobs

After this page, you can Choose an ending by what you want from the listener.

Ll NOTICE
Intent map
15 ma Ask a neutral yes- fR..15?
— no question
g ne Return or continue fRE? /..0E?
— a topic
E ba Leave a proposal, B /LB
direction, inference,
or acceptance open
Use the visual cue, then find the Mf a Add a warm or W/ 20,
matching row. emphatic reaction

N4 Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Confident beginner - Speaking 2 Notice
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> [Four endings, four conversation jobs cormnue

After this page, you can Choose an ending by what you want from the listener.

®© NOTICE

Nevutral tone, whole-line

effect

These particles are normally

unstressed. They do not replace the —_—
sentence meaning; they tell the —l/— —
listener how to take the whole

utterance.

Put it in your own words.

Cover this card and explain the idea in one
sentence.

A visual anchor for this page’s idea

Confident beginner - Speaking 3 Notice
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3 5 ma:askyesorno

4/18

After this page, you can Turn a statement into a neutral yes-no question without

changing its order.

® ASK

Statement to question

o Ni xihuan kafei. o
o o

(REIXHAEE,

You like coffee.

statement

@ Ta jintian you kong ma?

SR E=G?

Is he free today?

ask

Cover + retrieve

Ni xihuan kaféi ma?

(REIXINPHERS?

Do you like coffee?

neutral yes-no question

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Confident beginner - Speaking 4
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s 5 ma:askyesorno conmueo

After this page, you can Turn a statement into a neutral yes-no question without
changing its order.

3% Ask

Make the question

Add 5 in the correct place and punctuation.

4 N

WORKED EXAMPLE

RPN

One answer ni hui shud zhong wén ma

fREHPCG?

Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.

\ J
5 X E] A4
{ Y One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Speaking 5 Try
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[ [
5 [fg ne: keep atopicin play
After this page, you can Return the same question or ask what happened to something

already known.

& RETURN

Two useful g frames

A A
W& hén hao, ni ne?

BiRer, (ROE?

I'm well. How about you?

B B
W6 yé hén hao.

BRI

I'm well too.

A A
W6 de shouji ne?

FBIFHNIE?

What about my phone? / Where is my phone?

B B
Zai zhuozi shang.

ERF Lo

It's on the table.

Replay it three ways Read - switch roles - change one detail

Confident beginner - Speaking 6 Try
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s [fg ne: keep atopicin play covmue

After this page, you can Return the same question or ask what happened to something
already known.

S RETURN

What stays understood?

Choose the concise return question.

4 N

WORKED EXAMPLE
ABERER, ___? BEBER, (How about you?)

OB O {HE

Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.

L P One more from you
Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Speaking 7 Try
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7 [IE ba: leave room for the other person

After this page, you can Use context to recognize four common ways that I} leaves a
decision or claim open.

il INTERPRET

Four context-driven jobs

Proposal BEAENZIRIE Let's eat first. Offers
Women xian chifan a shared next step.
L J ba.
Soft direction fRYCAIE, Nixian Have a seat first.
— zuo ba. Leaves the listener
room.
Tentative inference = EZIMIE? Nin You're Teacher
shi Wang laosht ba? Wang, right? Invites
confirmation.
Qualified WFNE, FBEAIERR All right, then welll
acceptance %, Hao ba, na go tomorrow.
Use the visual cue, then find the wdmen mingtian qu. Accepts with some
matching row. reservation.

N4 Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Confident beginner - Speaking 8 Try
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g [IE ba: leave room for the other person

CONTINUED

After this page, you can Use context to recognize four common ways that I leaves a
decision or claim open.

9% INTERPRET

Which job is [I? doing?

Choose the job that best fits the whole exchange. Intonation can change the nuance.

4 N

WORKED EXAMPLE

ABRESILE., B EHEIKRE—TIE,

(@ shared proposal (O tentative inference (O qualified acceptance

Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.

A BARFIEALMIL, B: fRATALIXILIE,

(O soft direction (O neutral yes-no question (O warm reaction

A{RBERNIZETIE? B: X, Hizid 7T,

(O tentative inference (O shared proposal (O qualified acceptance

A SREART., BIFIE, BARBE.

(O qualified acceptance (O soft direction (O neutral question

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Speaking 9 Try
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s i a: react warmly

After this page, you can Use a few common reactions without attaching [fi to every
sentence.

§« REACT

Reaction pairs

A A
Zhoumo yiqi chifan, hao ma?

BR—EEIZIR, Fi5?

Shall we eat together this weekend?

B B
Hao a!
G !
Sure!
A A
Jintian zhén léng.
SKRER

It's really cold today.

B B
Shi a.

=L

It really is.

Replay it three ways Read - switch roles - change one detail

Confident beginner - Speaking 10 Try
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10 [ a: react warmly conmnue

After this page, you can Use a few common reactions without attaching [fi to every
sentence

3% REACT

Choose the warm reaction

Pick the response that enthusiastically accepts.

4 N

8 WORKED EXAMPLE
A BAT—EEE, B ___
OF:Ll O g2 O RIE?
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- /
V4 One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Speaking n Try
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n Choose by intent

After this page, you can Use context to select the particle, then create one short
exchange.

8% CHOOSE

Fill the ending

Choose 5, Ifg, &, or Mfi] from the context. A particle may appear more than once.

4 N

9 WORKED EXAMPLE
fREBREBZ___? (neutral yes-no question)
One answer ma
3
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
o HBIBR, fR___? (return the topic)
- AL MELE___, (shared suggestion)
i V One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Confident beginner - Speaking 12 Use it
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Conversation Particles - Use it

12 Choose by intent conmmue

After this page, you can Use context to select the particle, then create one short

exchange.

8% CHOOSE

Fill the ending

Choose 5, Ifg, &, or Mfi] from the context. A particle may appear more than once.

. A B! B:#F___! (warm acceptance)
e RERNZIZ T ___? (tentative inference)
s ¥___, BB#MBBRZE. (qualified acceptance)
" p  Ommerstomys

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Use it

Confident beginner - Speaking 13
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13 Choose by intent conmmue

After this page, you can Use context to select the particle, then create one short
exchange.

. CHOOSE

One natural exchange

Write a two-turn exchange using one particle from this pack. Underline the word or
context that makes the intent clear.

15

Success looks like The particle matches the conversational intent described on pages 2-5.

Choose your mode \Write in Hanzi - write in tone-marked pinyin - say and record it

Confident beginner - Speaking 14 Use it
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12 Check your work

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

1 RERAHX 2 XEBr] A4
ni hui shud zhong wén ma zhé I ké yi zud ma
R ASIg? XE ] AT ?
- ABRERESER, ___? BEBEWR, (How 4 ABESILE., B EHIMARE—TIE,
about you?)
; shared proposal
ni ne
R
- A FEAFIEAME)L, B: R LIE, " A{RBRIZETIE? B X, Hizid7T.
soft direction tentative inference

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Confident beginner - Speaking 15 Answer guide
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15 Check your work conrinuen

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

; A SREART., BHFIE, WAXRBE, g A BI1—&EB. B ___
qualified acceptance Héo al
G !
9 fREBRABZ___? (neutral yes-no question) - BABMBZE, fR___? (return the topic)
ma e
g Iz
n BANLME___. (shared suggestion) 2 A~ A7 B:3F___! (warm acceptance)
ba a
g i

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Confident beginner - Speaking 16 Answer guide
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16 Check your worl continueo

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose

one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response

does not need to match word for word.

13 RERNZE T ___? (tentative inference) v ¥___, BBWBARZE, (qualified acceptance)
ba ba
g g

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Confident beginner - Speaking 17 Answer guide
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17 Check your work conrinuen

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

Write a two-turn exchange using one particle from this pack. Underline the word or context that makes the

1’ intent clear.
ONE POSSIBLE ANSWER
A: NT hé cha ma? / B: H&. Underlined words: ma / hé.
A: fRIBZIE? B: M8, Underline ™3 and B's reply I8; together they show a
neutral yes-or-no exchange.
Success criteria: The particle matches the conversational intent described on pages 2-5.
Second attempt

! Cover the model. Recreate it from memory,
i change one useful detail, and note the repair you
i want to revisit.

.

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Confident beginner - Speaking 18 Answer guide
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