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SPEAKING - STARTER

Yesterday, Today,
Next Week:
Mandarin Time

Words & Plans

Use relative days, weeks, months, years, parts of
the day, and before-or-after phrases to
understand and make simple plans in Mandarin.

W& mingtian shangwu xuéxi.

BBAX EFF3o

I'm studying tomorrow morning.

The larger day word comes before the smaller part of
day, and the complete time phrase comes before the
predicate.

By the end, you can...

o . Starter
Distinguish common past, present, and future

day, week, month, and year phrases
60-80 minutes across several short sessions

Build larger-to-smaller time chunks such as

H

RRESF 22 pages Answer guide

Place a when-time phrase before its

associated predicate Self-contained print practice. Audio and web tools

are optional.
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1 Move around today and this week

After this page, you can Anchor common day and week phrases to now instead of
memorizing an unordered list.

i LOCATE

Arelative-time line

Read each scale from past to future: days first, then weeks.

two days 1PN giantian the day
back before
yesterday
one day back HER zubtian yesterday
anchor day EPN jintian today
Use the visual cue, then find the one day LEpN mingtién tomorrow
matching row. ahead

N4 Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Starter - Speaking 2 Try
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2 Move around today and this week connue

After this page, you can Anchor common day and week phrases to now instead of
memorizing an unordered list.

i LOCATE

Arelative-time line

Read each scale from past to future: days first, then weeks.

two days houtian the day after
ahead tomorrow
one week ETEHA shang ge last week
back Xingqt
anchor week X128 zhé ge xingat this week
Use the visual cue, then find the one week T EHf xia ge Xingqt next week
matching row. ahead

N4 Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Starter - Speaking 3 Try
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Time Words & Plans - Try

3 Move around today and this week connueo

After this page, you can Anchor common day and week phrases to now instead of

memorizing an unordered list.
3% LOCATE

Locate the phrase

Choose the meaning or sequence that matches the anchor.

4 N

WORKED EXAMPLE

ISP

(O the day before yesterday (O tomorrow <© the day after tomorrow)

\ Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern. /
£ EHA
2
O last week (O this week (O next week
3 Which order moves from yesterday to tomorrow?

O EEXR>SKR>HX O BXR>SR>HEX O SR>HEXR>HAX

this week

O E£TEfH O RXTEH O TTEH

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Starter - Speaking 4 Try
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+ Shiftthe monthoryear

After this page, you can Use the special year forms and the reusable last-this-next

pattern for months.

it SHIFT

Month and year anchors

Hanzi Pinyin Meaning
£TB shang ge yué last month
XA zhé ge yué this month
TTAB xia ge yué next month
=E qunian last year
SHE jinnian this year
BEE mingnian next year

Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Starter - Speaking 5

Pattern clue

I = previous

X = this

F = following

special high-use form
% = current

BH = coming

5/22
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s Shiftthe monthoryear covme

After this page, you can Use the special year forms and the reusable last-this-next
pattern for months.

8% SHIFT

Change only the time anchor

Choose the requested period.

4 N

5 WORKED EXAMPLE
next month
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- J
6 last year
OxF 0O%% @ O B®\#F
7 Which pair points forward?
O T™MAR+B\AE O L£1TMA+EF O XA +SE
g CRMBR:SE.____

OxF OmBE OFEX

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Starter - Speaking 6 Try
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s Choose apartof theday

After this page, you can Add a useful daily period without calculating an exact clock
time.

L STACK

Five broad time periods

Practical meaning Model chunk
Bt zdoshang early morning / morning SRE L - this morning
EF shangwu morning before noon BAX 4 - tomorrow
morning
Sepes zhdngw around midday / noon XA - today at noon
TF xiawu afternoon ER T4 - the afternoon
of the day after
tomorrow
ik wanshang evening / nighttime SR L - tonight

Find, cover, recall

Find one useful row. Cover it and reconstruct the target form before checking.

Starter - Speaking 7 Try
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7
After this page, you can Add a useful daily period without calculating an exact clock
time.
8% sTACK

Choose a par'l' Of 'I'he day CONTINUED

Build larger to smaller

Choose the natural time chunk.

8/22

4 N
° WORKED EXAMPLE
tomorrow afternoon
O TFBX (@ BRFF ) O BXRFF
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- /
10 tonight
O Ssx®mtEt O BErER O BXREEL
n the morning of the day after tomorrow
O BXREF O mREF O E£FEX
12 Which phrase narrows from a day to a part of that day?

O BX->LF O EF>BX O %3 ->8\X

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Starter - Speaking 8

Try
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s Putwhenbefore what happens

After this page, you can Place the complete when-time phrase before its associated
predicate.

® PLACE

Two useful sentence frames

Time may come before or after the subject, but not after the completed predicate in these basic
sentences.

@ W& mingtian xuéxi. @ Mingtian wo xuéxi.
S FLVa A va
KAXF S, BAREF S,
I'm studying tomorrow. Tomorrow, I'm studying.
subject + time + predicate time + subject + predicate
@ Women xia ge Xingdq jian. @ Ta jintian wanshang gongzuo.
\ /N /\ A\
BITFTEH U, gt <> K% _ETIF,
We will meet next week. She’s working tonight.
the time stays before I day + part of day precedes the predicate

Cover + retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Starter - Speaking 9 Try
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9 Putwhenbefore what happens covmue

After this page, you can Place the complete when-time phrase before its associated

predicate.
3% PLACE
Repair the placement
Choose the basic sentence with the time phrase before the predicate.
4 N
- WORKED EXAMPLE
I'm studying tomorrow morning.
(@ mBREF®9. ) O BEIMALE, O REILFWR,
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- /
14 We meet next week.
O BT EH, O BITFTEHR, O TTREMNEH.
15 He's working tonight.
O thIESREL, O SRB LT, O I ESRK,
- Which slot can hold BB R F5?

O before x:#____%* (O after the whole sentence: & __ __

O inside BAR:BA____X

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Starter - Speaking 10 Try
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10 Afttach before or after to the anchor

After this page, you can Build reference point + LA or BAf5, then use the whole phrase
as the time setting.

oo SEQUENCE

Reference first, relationship second

Shangke yigian, wo hé shul.

EIRLART, FPEIKo

Before class, | drink water.

class + before

Xiake yihou, women hé kaféi.

TR, Foll JP&SRnRE

After class, we drink coffee.

class ends + after

Zhoumo yigian wo hén mang.

BIAR LRI AR T,
| am busy before the weekend.

the full phrase sets when

Zhoumo yihou wo you kong.

BARUERES.
| am free after the weekend.

A= means to be available

= Cover + retrieve

Choose one line. Hide it, say it once, then uncover and repair one detail.

Starter - Speaking n Try
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1 Attach before or after to the anchor coviue

After this page, you can Build reference point + LA or BAf5, then use the whole phrase
as the time setting.

39 SEQUENCE

Follow the event order
Choose the phrase or interpretation that matches the sequence.
4 )
- WORKED EXAMPLE
after class
O Lguar (@ FRUE ) O WETR
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- /
18 before lunch
O FRMEr O FRMUE O MErFik
o  HHEESIDARIZ S, What happens first?
O lIread O Isleep (O Both are at the same time
e eiRIAS, FEFS), What is the reference point?

(O studying (O dinner (O tomorrow

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Starter - Speaking 12 Try
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12

Negotiate a plan without a clock

After this page, you can Ask about availability, propose a broad time, adjust it, and
confirm.

§« PLAN

Coffee this weekend

Two friends choose a day and part of the day; no exact clock time is needed.

7S

wt

wt

R 1
Ni zhé ge zhoumo you kong ma?

RX T EARBE=G?

Are you free this weekend?

Xingqilii méi kong, Xingatian shangwu kéyr.

E8/VgE, 2R EFAILL

| am not free Saturday; Sunday morning works.

T
Na women Xingqitian shangwu yiqi hé kaféi, zénmeyang?

BIATVEAR _ EF—EMBMMNE, EAR?

Then how about we have coffee together Sunday morning?

Hao. Wufan yigian kéyi ma?

¥, FIRLARITRILAMS?

Good. Does before lunch work?

1
Kéyi. Na jit xingqitian shangw ba.

ALl FBFLEHAR £,

Yes. Then Sunday morning it is.

Replay it three ways Read - switch roles - change one detail

Starter - Speaking 13 Use it
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S

13 Negotiate a plan without a clock covrnveo

After this page, you can Ask about availability, propose a broad time, adjust it, and
confirm.

S PLAN

Check the agreed plan

Answer from the dialogue.

4 N

o1 WORKED EXAMPLE
When is Chen Wei unavailable?

@ Saturday (O Sunday morning (O after lunch

Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.

22 What activity do they propose?

(O studying (O having coffee (O shopping

23 What broad time do they finally confirm?

(O Saturday evening (O Sunday morning before lunch (O next month

V4 One more from you
Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Starter - Speaking 14 Use it
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S

1 Choose, adjust, and confirm

After this page, you can Respond to changing availability and build one complete plan
of your own.

8% ADJUST

Choose the useful next line

Use the availability statement to select a matching response.

4 N

- WORKED EXAMPLE
Friend: ZBARZ=, BRI LBE=.
O BERABPRR. (@ BERNERELR, ) O BHAMERR.
Why it works: It completes the requested job using the target pattern.
- /
- Friend: BIZRIARIEIRS, BARMUEBEZ. Whenis this person available?
O before the weekend (O after the weekend (O yesterday only
26 You need to move a plan from this month to next month.
O BTART. TTARM, O AR T. £ETAFBL,
O BEFRT. SKAM,
V4 One more from you

Make a new response with the same target pattern.

Finish from memory. Choose one completed response, cover the page, and make it again.

Starter - Speaking 15 Revisit
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15 ChOOSQ, adeS'l', and Conﬁrm CONTINUED

After this page, you can Respond to changing availability and build one complete plan
of your own.

¢ ADJUST
My no-clock plan
7 Write a six-line exchange that: asks if someone is free, proposes a relative day plus a

part of day, receives one conflict, adjusts the plan, uses ARl or BAf§ once, and
confirms with BBHL.....IE. Use real or fictional details.

Success looks like Accept any coherent six-line exchange with time phrases before their predicates,
larger-to-smaller time order, one correctly ordered reference + BABI/BAJG phrase, one adjustment, and
a clear confirmation.

Choose your mode \Write in Hanzi - write in tone-marked pinyin - say and record it

Starter - Speaking 16 Revisit
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16 Check your work

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

1 BEX 2 EFTEHR
the day after tomorrow last week
Which order moves from yesterday to this week

3 tomorrow? 4 . -

zhé ge Xing
6 tian - jin tian - ming tian N
zuod ti JIAI ing ti lz/l\glgﬂ
FER > SXK - X

5 next month 6 last year
xia gé yué qu nian
A EE

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Starter - Speaking 17 Answer guide
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17 Check your work conrinuen

18/22

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose

one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response

does not need to match word for word.

Which pair points forward?

7
xia gé yué - ming nian
™A +BE
9 tomorrow afternoon
ming tian xia wu
BAR T
n the morning of the day after tomorrow

hou tian shang wu

ERLEF

10

12

SRBR:SE:____
ming nian

BREE

tonight
jin tian wan shang

SRR E

Which phrase narrows from a day to a part of
that day?

ming tian - shang wu

BAX —» £

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Starter - Speaking

Answer guide
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18 Checkyour work conmnue

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

13 I'm studying tomorrow morning. % We meet next week.
W6 mingtian shangwti xuéxi. Woémen xia ge xingaf jian.
BAX EFF S, AT TEHAL

15 He's working tonight. 16 Which slot can hold BB R F5?
jin tian wan shang ta gong zud qu-woé - qu
SR LT 1%, before &:#____ &

17 after class 18 before lunch
xia ke yi hou wuU fan yi gian
TIREUG FIR LA

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Starter - Speaking 19 Answer guide
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19 Checkyour work conmnue

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose
one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response
does not need to match word for word.

BAETUFIER., What happens first? eiRAfE, S, What is the reference
L4 20 point?
| read :
dinner
21 When is Chen Wei unavailable? 22 What activity do they propose?
Saturday having coffee
23 What broad time do they finally confirm? 2‘. Friend: BZBARIZ =, BRI LB,

na wd men hou tian wan shang jian

Sunday morning before lunch
A AR Lo

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Starter - Speaking 20 Answer guide
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20 Checkyour work conmnue

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose

one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback

Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response

does not need to match word for word.

2 Friend: B RUBIFERST, BRUNEEZ, 2 You need to move a plan from this month to
When is this person available? next month.
after the weekend zhé ge yue bu xing - xia gé yue ké yi
XA T, FARL,

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Starter - Speaking 21 Answer guide
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21 Checkyour work conmnue

After this page, you can compare your response, understand the repair, and choose

one item to replay later.

v ANSWER GUIDE

Answers with useful feedback
Closed tasks have a direct answer. Open tasks include a model or success criteria; your response

does not need to match word for word.

27 Write a six-line exchange that: asks if someone is free, proposes a relative day plus a part of day, receives
one conflict, adjusts the plan, uses UAR or LA once, and confirms with BE#R.....NIE. Use real or fictional

details.

ONE POSSIBLE ANSWER

A: NI mingtian xiawU you kong ma? / B: Mingtian xiawl méi kong. / A: Na houtian xiawl ne? / B: Wufan yihou kéyi.
/ A: Hao, women houtian xiawd jian. / B: Na jii houtian xiawu jian ba.

Al (AR TFETE? /B: ARTFET. /A BEXRTFE? /B: FIRUGH
Mo /A 87, HMNERTFR. /B: BBmERTFILE,

Success criteria: Accept any coherent six-line exchange with time phrases before their predicates, larger-to-
smaller time order, one correctly ordered reference + LABI/UAfS phrase, one adjustment, and a clear confirmation.

Do not stop at checking. Circle one repair and make that response again with the answer covered.

Starter - Speaking 22 Answer guide
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