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How to use the builder

Explain the build-check-say loop and establish that the map is a beginner default, not a
universal rule.

01 Build Cut or point to the blocks, then put them in an order that expresses the
intended meaning.

02 Check Underline the action. Circle the time. Box 7£ + place. Make sure the
question word sits where its answer would go.

03 Say Read the complete sentence once slowly, then once as one thought.
Personalize one block before moving on.

A STARTER MAP, NOT A CAGE

Mandarin often uses subject + verb + object, and a beginner can usually place time and £ + place
before the action. Real Mandarin also moves known topics to the front and uses other constructions. This
workbook practices one neutral starting point so you can speak; it does not label every different order as
wrong.

TRY THE LOOP NOW

Build one sentence with a subject, an action, and an object. Underline the action, then say the
whole sentence twice.

ENTRY CHECK

Can say at least three subject pronouns

[

Can recognize a basic verb and object in a model sentence

[
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Word Order Builder

Your starter sentence map

Show the six core frames at readable size.

WHO + ACTION + THING

Subject + Verb + Object

-
BB
W6 heé cha.
| drink tea.

ADD WHERE

Subject + Time + 7£ + Place + Verb + Object

HSRERFH L,

W6 jintian zai jia xué Zhongwén.
| am studying Chinese at home today.

ASK FOR MISSING INFORMATION

Keep the question word in the answer slot

REMEZFF?

Ni zai nali xué Zhongwén?

Where do you study Chinese?
BRERZEPN, /WD) zaijia xué Zhongwen. / |
study Chinese at home.
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ADD WHEN

Subject + Time + Verb + Object

EKSREFFN,

W6 jintian xué Zhongwén.
| am studying Chinese today.

MAKE IT NEGATIVE

Subject + Time + A/3% + Verb + Object

S KA 0k,

W6 jintian bu he kaféi.
| am not drinking coffee today.

BUILD THE NOUN AS ONE BLOCK

Owner/description + B + Noun, or Number +
Measure word + Noun

HHARLEM | — AR

wo de Zhongwén laoshi / yi béi re cha
my Chinese teacher / a cup of hot tea
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Start with who, action, thing

Practice neutral subject-verb-object sentences.

STARTER IDEA

In a neutral beginner sentence, say who, then the action, then the thing affected by that action.

ﬁuz\/lt&o | eatrice.

01
W6 chi mifan.
WhE B E

02 Fo She watches a movie.
Ta kan dianying.

S R

03 %'ﬂ—.l:.lL I:I:I Ko We study Chinese.

Women xué Zhongwén.
YOUR TASK

Replace the object: Z"%&__ . /WOohé___./Idrink __.
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Word Order Builder

Put the time before the action

Add a time phrase without changing the verb-object chunk.

STARTER IDEA

Atime phrase commonly comes after the subject or at the front of the sentence. Keep it before the

action in this starter frame.

RS KR L,

01
W6 jintian shangban.
L MmLEES,
Ta wanshang kan shi.
L BRINERELH.
Women zhoumo qu gongyuan.
YOUR TASK
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Choose one: 5K / BBX / B7K. Add it before the action.

I am working today.

Also natural: X £,

She reads in the evening.

Also natural: & E#tE&E$,

We go to the park on the weekend.

Also natural: AREMNELE.
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Put 7£ + place before the action

Build location frames that describe where an action happens.

STARTER IDEA

When 7£ + place tells where an activity happens, put that location block before the action.

;“},T:E?RI{’IEO | work at home.

01
W6 zai jia gongzuo.
02 mﬁ‘q_‘é*ﬁugq:t&o He eats lunch at school.
Ta zai xuéxiao chi wufan.
03 ﬁ'ﬁ—.l T:E "jJu HJFJ-EM_I.: o We will meet at the café.
Woémen zai kafeidian jian.
YOUR TASK

Choose one place: 73R / EF 8 / FTEWBESE. Add an action.

This page practices where an action happens. Sentences that describe where an object is located use
other patterns and are outside this exercise.
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Word Order Builder

Combine time and place

Build subject + time + place + action sentences with natural variants noted.

STARTER IDEA

With both time and place, a useful neutral pattern is subject + time + 7£ + place + action. A time

phrase may also lead the sentence.

EHRERITE,

01
W6 mingtian zai jia gongzuo.
 WTHEEBEEY,
Ta xiaw zai tashiguan xuéxi.
L BINAREAERS.
Women zhoumo zai gongyuan paobu.
YOUR TASK
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| will work at home tomorrow.

Also natural: BB REER I 1E,

She studies at the library in the afternoon.

Also natural: THFERBIEF,

We run in the park on the weekend.

Also natural: BREMNELEESL,

Build one true sentence with who + when + where + action.
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Keep the question word in the answer
slot

Turn known answers into useful questions.

STARTER IDEA

Mandarin information questions usually keep the normal sentence frame. Replace the missing
information with #, ft A4, f+ A8H&, or BBE instead of moving it to the front.

Ni hé shénme? W6 he cha.
What do you drink? | drink tea.

L BRERMIR ? B RMIR.
Shéi zai jia zuo fan? W6 zai jia zuo fan.

Who cooks at home? | cook at home.

R ARREILR? RPRELR,

Ni shénme shihou qu Béijing? W6 mingtian qu Béijing.

When are you going to Beijing? | am going tomorrow.

Ni zai nali xué Zhongwén? W6 zai jia xué Zhongwén.

Where do you study Chinese? | study at home.

YOUR TASK

Cover each answer. Point to the missing slot, then ask the question without adding 5.

Do not add ™ to a question that already uses a question word in this pattern.
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Put a simple negative before the action

Use a bounded beginner contrast between F and j%.

STARTER IDEA

For this beginner workbook, use 4~ before an action for a present choice, habit, or intended action.
Use % before an action to say it did not happen. Mandarin aspect and negation are broader than this
starter contrast.

ﬁ%i;ﬁu%m [I;Fo | am not drinking coffee today.

01
W6 jintian bu hé kafsi.
I\_\Ll
02 mﬁﬁ iz;%:.ﬁ*io He is not going to school tomorrow.
Ta mingtian bu qu xuéxiao.
> N
03 % E’EE/QJ:EJI-O | did not work yesterday.
W6 zuétian méi shangban.
YOUR TASK

Write one thing you are not doing today and one thing you did not do yesterday.
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Build the noun before placing it

Word Order Builder

Keep short modifiers and measure-word phrases together as one block.

STARTER IDEA

Build a short owner, description, or quantity before the noun. Then place the completed noun

phrase into the sentence.

01

02

03

YR E

wo de Zhongweén laoshi

ARAS 3L

na bén Zhongwén shi

— AR

yi béi ré cha

EHPIEIMIGHR,

W6 de Zhongwén laoshi hé cha.

RIS

W6 mai na bén Zhongwén sha.

YOUR TASK
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my Chinese teacher

that Chinese book

a cup of hot tea

My Chinese teacher drinks tea.

| am buying that Chinese book.

Choose one noun phrase above. Use it as a subject or object in a complete sentence.
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Build it: Set A

Reorder eight short sentences.

Write one complete sentence on the line. Keep each action chunk together, then read your answer aloud
before checking page 16.

W-B01 | drink tea. Hint: Who + action + thing

®x & B

W-B02  She watches a movie. Hint: Who + action + thing

2 # &

w-B03  We study Chinese. Hint: Keep /1 X together.

R F RA]

W-B04 | am buying groceries today. Hint: Put the time before the action.

% SX B =

W-B05  He reads in the evening. Hint: The whole action is &.

EPH BLE fb

w-B0o6  We go to the park on the weekend. Hint: Z/2E is the action and destination.

rE AR & #&A]

w-B07  She works at home. Hint: Put £ 3 before the action.

T #EXR M

w-Bo8 | drink coffee at the café. Hint: Where + action + thing

mgE & OEWEEE 05
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Build it: Set B

Reorder eight sentences with time, place, negatives, or question words.

Word Order Builder

Write one complete sentence on the line. Keep each action chunk together, then read your answer aloud
before checking page 16.

W-B09

W-B10

W-B11

W-B12

W-B13

W-B14

W-B15

W-B16

They eat lunch at school.

Fik  ftedl]

| will study Chinese at home tomorrow.

X

She reads at the library in the afternoon.

o EEBIE

We eat dinner at a restaurant on Friday.

Btk B HEET

I am not drinking coffee today.

SX & OmEE R

He did not work yesterday.

X f2 LI X

What do you do on the weekend?

4 RBAX @ 1R

Where do you buy water?

X Kk R
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X #X K

£ R 2

Hint: Place comes before the action.

EFER Iz

Hint: Who + when + where + action + thing

s,
F

Hint: Time before place

TF FH

Hint: Build the scene before the action.

5K
Hint: Put 4~ directly before the action.
Hint: Put 3% directly before the action.

Hint: {4 sits where the missing activity would go.

Hint: ZEBBE sits where the place would go.
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Question-slot lab

Write the question that would produce each answer.

Read the answer first. Replace the requested information with #, f+ 4, 1+ & 84%, or BBE. Do not add 13.

W-Q01

W-Qo02

W-Q03

W-Qo04

W-Qo05

W-Q06

W-Qo07

W-Qo08

Ask: Where do you work?

BERTIF,

Ask: When are you going to Shanghai?

BBEXELB,

Ask: Who teaches Chinese in the classroom?

FEMERZH P

Ask: What would you like to drink?

HIEIETR

Ask: Where does she run on the weekend?

R ARELNEHED,

Ask: When do you watch a movie?

Bil® LEER,

Ask: Who is buying that book?

FERARAF,

Ask: What does she drink at the café?

st 7 OB 1S .5 O 04 1B
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Word Order Builder

Target: place

W6 zai jia gongzuo.

Target: time

W6 mingtian qu Shanghai.

Target: person
Wang laoshi zai jiaoshi jiao
Zhongwén.

Target: thing

Wo xiang he cha.

Target: place

Ta zhoumo zai gongyuan paobu.

Target: time

Woémen wanshang kan dianying.

Target: person

Li Ming mai na bén sha.

Target: thing

Ta zai kafeidian hé kafei.
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[ ]
Repair the sentence
Fix ten targeted beginner errors while preserving the intended meaning.

Rewrite each line without changing its intended meaning. Name the block you moved before checking page
16.

W-RO1 | am drinking coffee today. Focus: time before action

IG5 KUk,

W-R02  She studies Chinese at the library. Focus: place before action
Ry} S =
S EEPBEP
w-R03  We will meet at the park tomorrow. Focus: time before place in the target frame

BINNELEAXRL

W-rR04  What do you drink? Focus: question word in answer slot
RIT 48 ?

w-R05  Where does he work? Focus: no 5 with the information question
e PR TS 2

W-R06 | am not going to school today. Focus: time before negative
BT SREFER

w-R07  She did not come yesterday. Focus: % for the intended non-occurrence

I RER TR,

W-R08 | am buying one book. Focus: number + measure word + noun
N 37
ERF—7,
w-rR09  Thisis my teacher. Focus: owner before noun

XR2EMKN.

W-R10 | wantto buy that red cup. Focus: build the noun phrase as one block

HIERMF N LERT,
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Make the map yours

Word Order Builder

Write and say six truthful sentences, then complete a speaking ladder.

W-PO1
EKSKR_

W6 jintian

Write one true action for today.

W-P03
Zhoumo wo xiang ___.

Write what you want to do this weekend.

W-PO5
BSKT__ o
W6 jintian bu ___.

Write one thing you are not doing today.

W-P02
BAXRE_
W06 mingtian zai ___.

Add a place, then add an action.

W-P04
BE_ FF
W6 zai ___ xué Zhongweén.

Write where you study Chinese.

W-P06
EERE_
W6 zuétian méi ___.

Write one thing you did not do yesterday.

GROW ONE SENTENCE

01 ZH, /Xué Zhdngwén. / Study Chinese.

03 RESKREHIX, /W) jintian xué Zhongwén. / |
study Chinese today.

BEHIL, /WO xué Zhongweén. / | study
Chinese.

BESRERFH L, /WS jintian zai jia xué
Zhongweén. / | study Chinese at home today.

Say each line once. Then replace < X and #£ X with your own blocks.

saymei.app/resources
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Answers and your next step

Provide primary answers, natural variants, and a self-check path.

Word Order Builder

Meaning and context decide the final sentence. When two answers are natural, the answer page lists both.

w-e01 KIGH,

w-s02 MEEEBE,

w-s0s BATFEH I,

w-e0s S REHR,
Also: SREEH,

w-eos fiE EF P,
Also: B EE P,

w-eos BIMNBARELES
Also: AREMNELE,

w-s07 HFERTE,

w-gos I TE WG J5 18 Mk

w-e09 fEIEZERIZF IR,

w-10 BARERFEARI,
Also: BREERFEH L,

wTRFERBIEFB
Also: THFtERBEEFBR.

w-e12 BINEAEEET 28R,
Also:
BEZRNEETIZHIR,

W-B11

w-13 TSR AGULE,
Also: S RKETEMILE,

weia fERERE EIE,
Also: FERAh;& 3,

w-e1s PREIRMA A ?
Also: BRRE A ?

w16 PRIEMERK ?
w-a01 fREWBE TE?
w-a02 PRITARMERE LB ?
w-00s EEHEHPI?
w-cos {RIEIGFTA ?

w-aos REERIEWEEL ?
Also: BRthEMEMRSL ?

w-c06 PRI ARHRERE ?
w-a07 R BBAF ?
w-aos HEFEMIBETEIB A ?

w-r01 RS R EBWIGE,
Also: S R &1k,

w-roz JHEEBIEZE S 3

w-ro3 EAMTAXRELARERM,
Also: BREMNELEML,

w-roa YRIBFHA ?
w-ros fEFEMPE THE 2

w-r06 BERXKAEZER,
Also: SXKEFEZERK,

w-ro7 HERERIZK,
Also: FER 1thj& 3K,

w-ros HE—AKF,
w-r09 X =EHEIT,
w-r10 HEIZ NI BT FS

SELF-CHECK AND NEXT STEP

0-7 correct without help

Repeat pages 3-7 with only four
blocks at a time.

Which block do | move most
[] often by mistake?
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8-13 correct without help

Redo the question and repair
pages, then speak all six personal
sentences.

Can | say one sentence without
[] looking?

14-16 correct without help

Move to the Beginner Listening
Dictation Lab and listen for the
same blocks.

Which natural variant surprised

] me?
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